I am puzzled by people not filled with wonder and excitement when
they encounter a passing train.
Madame or Sir! | wich to remonstrate as they grumble at thic honrid imposition in theirim-
portant schedules. This is the commerce of countries! That boxcar has traveled across an
entire continent of mountain and desert to pass before us!

Quote from one of the regulars on
rec.arts.sf.fandomFri, 28 Sep 2001
09:29:07 GMT:

| don't know if it's seasonal depression
setting in early or the world going to
hell or what, but | could really do with
some cheering news if anyone has any.

The kitten, Waif, who is about
half-grown, has developed the most
amazingly fluffy tail for someone who
apparently stubbornly intends to be a
slightly plushy shorthair.

When weighed a couple weeks
ago, she was four pounds; Chi and Oz
have both been weighed in at 12-
pounds-plus. This does not prevent her
mercilessly bullying and harassing Chi
whenever she can catch him snoozing
in his favourite armchair -- or anywhere
else, for that matter. Her favoured
manner of attack is to climb to the back
of Chi's armchair as he snoozes, and
then to pounce directly upon the big
fluffy ball in the chair, which promptly results in
an instant hissing snarly furball of kitty bad lan-
guage and apparent vicious infighting.

1 say "apparent” because i note that Waif
is not using her claws (Chi is declawed) and while
both of them are biting energetically, it's obvious
that there's no real force behind the bites.

This is not to say that Good OI' Uncle Chi
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is enjoying these little romp sessions
-- generally after just a bit of it he's
standing by the back door, looking
imploringly at any Big People With
Opposable Thumbs in the area, beg-
ging to be let out, as Waif ferociously
battles his big, fluffy, tempting tail --
but he hasn't yet attempted to annihi-
 late her, as he certainly could without
too much trouble if she really pissed
him off.

Oz, meanwhile, who is four or five
years older than Chi ((at least eight
or nine years old, anyway, where Chi
| is four or five)) loftily ignores her
until she makes a pass at him, in
which case he may swat her one
(without claws) or he may merely
give her The Look and say something
quiet but menacing in High Kittykat.

| At which point she sets out to play
 Kitty Soccer. Or maybe Kitty Hand-
| ball.

The fact that when Oz was her size he was
living in a Bad Part of Atlanta and regularly
dragged home dead rats bigger than he was may
have something to do with the fact that he has the

~ aura which allows this to work.

She has a jingly ball that she loves dearly

-- she carries it into the bathroom, and drops it into
~ the tub (and there is no doubt that this is inten-
- tional) and then jumps in after it and has a hell of a



time swatting it all over and playing the banks and
caroms off the various walls. When she's scored
enough points, she picks it up and carries it away
to its Secret Hiding Place.(My left boot. for prefer-
ence)

When playing with the same jingly ball (and
other things) she is the only Retriever Kitty i have
ever seen -- if you grab the ball and flip it down the
hall or whatever, she races after it, grabs it, brings it
back and drops it for you to toss again.

Other cats come to the sound of a refrigera-
tor door or an electric can opener.

Not this one.

She loves the sound of the ice dispenser in
the freezer side door of the fridge, and will appear
from nowhere when someone is operating it, looking
up hopefully.

The icemaker produces those crescent-
shaped chunks. about, what -- 3/4 inch thick. three
inches or so along the straight side, and curved on
the other, shaped perfectly for one of the little bas-
tards to fit perfectly along the inside of a glass as you
attempt to drink and block any chance of getting a
sip -- and we always drop one or two on the floor for
her, which she bats about for a few seconds, then
cheerfully picks one up in her mouth (brrr) and car-
ries it around, sometimes getting as far as the tub, for
a round of Kitty Soccer Against Time as the "ball"
melts down...

Meanwhile, step-daughter Helen, the kit-
ten's nominal "Mommy" has gotten herself five
hours of punishment drill in ROTC for flipping off a
sergeant on the exercise field.

Apparently, Helen hasn't been doing all
that well in FT, and they put her in "Remedial PT",
she was still running behind some of the others
doing something called "lunges" across the training
field and the cadet sergeant remonstrated with her
over her slowness and she shrugged. He demanded
to know how dare she shrug at a sergeant. She
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inquired would you rather | did this? and displayed
the digit.

Her own sergeant asked her about it after-
wards when the report reached him, and she told
him exactly what happened; he said he was sur-
prised she hadn't tried to lie about it. She said
why bother? There were plenty of witnesses...

So, five hours of marching around the cam-
pus contemplating her sins and memorising names
off memorials...

[ refrain with some difficulty from saying |
predicted something like this" as soon as Helen
signed up for ROTC, as i was predicting both some-
thing more dire and a lot sooner; she managed to
last almost six weeks and she didn't even hit any-

body.
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tZechvar
from Ceske Budejovice to the USA
.. it really is what you think it is;
the beer you have waited 62 years
for...
What is Czechvar:

A European beer from the
Czech Republic, uniquely full-
bodied, slightly sweetish, with a
delicate taste of hops

An original premium lager,
made in Ceske Budejovice in the
Czech Republic, right in the heart
of Europe.

Czechvar is exceptional for its reliably out-
standing quality, based on the beer-brewing tra-

dition of Ceske Budejovice, which stretches back
to the 13th century.

An original premium lager which is once again
on sale in the USA after 62 years, albeit not under
its original name due to an agreement with
Anheuser-Busch (...censored...)

Only the name has been changed to protect the
beer

What vou need to know
aboul Czechvar:

"Czechvar" beer is distinguished by its fine, de-
licious, slightly sweetish taste, with a pleasant
aroma of hops and bitterness. Its taste represents
the perfect harmony of the specific flavor of Mo-
ravian malt, fine Saaz hops from northern Bohe-
mia and the high-quality, crystal-clear waters
drawn from the depths of the Ceske Budejovice
basin, whose age is estimated at many millions of
years. These properties of the basic materials are
enhanced in B.B.N.P.,, which is currently one of the
fastest-growing Czech
firms, by the long
tradition of genera-
tions of brewers,

who have elevated this be
rent high standard.



All these factors combine to result in the top-
quality taste that makes you want to keep drink-
ing it. Brewers describe this as high "drinkability".
This property is also one of the major virtues of
the beer produced by this brewery, which has
never sacrificed quality to business goals.

Czechvar's popularity stems mainly from the
quality of the raw materials used: first-class Saaz
hops, Moravian malt and extremely pure water
from its own 300-metre deep artesian wells. What

<continued on page 21>

Dark. Scary. Excellent. A New Di-
rection for Crais.
lition Angel

et Crals

I'm not going to rehash the plot of the
book. It's too well-constructed to give you
any spoilers, and it's too twisty to do justice
to that way anyway.

What i am going to say is that this is
the first book in i-don't-know-when that i was
literally unable to put down. Once i got past
a certain point, everything in my life went on
hold until, a couple hours later, i emerged
triumphantly at the end of the story.

Let me warn you *not™ to expect the

same sort of story Crais has been giving us
50 well with Elvis Cole and Joe Fike -- though
there have been hints of darkness in the Fike
character and in the most recent book ("L.A.
Requiem") particularly, the Cole mysteries
are still pretty open, sunny stories.

Not this one.

This one is dark and closed in and twisty
and it takes you down to where the worms
and the bugs and the other dark things live
and it shows 'em to you; Crais is working the
edges of Ellroy country here, and it may be
disturbing to some people (though i didn't
find myself with the feeling that i'd been
swimming in lukewarm slime that i usually
have after reading Ellroy).

Carol Starkey, who is still trying to come
to grips with having been dead for three min-
utes after a bomb she was working went off,
i a sad, sick, brave cop who carries on be-
cause The Job is all that's left of her life. "Mr
Red", the serial bomber who hunts cops, iden-
tified by ATF as the maker of the bomb that
kills an LA cop to begin the story, is one of
the scariest characters i've encountered in a
long time. ATF Special Agent FPell, who works
the case with Starkey, is almost as scary as
Red.

And the world of explosives freaks and
their computer interactions that we're shown
is *really™ scary, because they're *really™ be-
lievable.

Judging by the preview for Craig's next

book in the back of this paperback, he in-
tends to continue this darker and heavier
trend and to not return to Cole and Fike for
a while, which is fine, because after
"L.ARequiem", Fike and Cole need eome time
off.

If you can stand a somewhat dark and
depressing setting, this is one hell of a good
read that you ought to try.

When Johnny Comes Marching
Home, Hurrah!

N » I vy \
1 Great war: Break

1FOULNS

The cheerful "ien't-it-great-to-be-a-
soldier" eong, "When Johnny Comes Marching
Home" derives from an older and rather
darker tradition, songs with titles like
"Johnny We Hardly Knew Ye'" and "My Son
John" -- bitter songs about young men who
came home maimed. But it's the cheerful,
cleaned-up versions like "...Marching Home"
that those whose interests wars advance
want us to remember because, if too many
remember "Johnny We Hardly Knew Ye", the
next war will be harder to start, or, at least,
as Kate remarks, harder to man.

As Turtledove brings his alternate World
War One to a close, we can already see the
seeds of the next war being sown, both in the
specific activities of characters in this book
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white man's pay. Now that the whites are
coming home, are those blacks going to go
peacefully back to where they were before the
War?

A sustaining enough read, but, as in the
Real World, it's just a place to mark time for
a while, since the end of the "War To End
War" merely sets the stage for the Next
World War.

Here's a frightening thought, given that
in Turtledove's universe WW2 will be, to a
major extent, fought between the CSA and
the USA on the North American continent --

Bigiz()f”iren

On Fri, 21 Sep 2001 08:02:36
+0100, in rec.arts.sf.fandom,
someone typed

I think you mean
Freedom * Security = K.

We've been talking about
this on rasfw (where it's
being called "Niven's
Law"), and came to the
conclusion that the unit
of freedom is the orwell
(Or) and the unit of
security is the teddybear
(Te) . I have as yet
received no replies to my
request for an estimate of

the value of K in orwell
teddybears.

After thinking about this matter for a while, |
replied:

I would guess that the basic value K is proba-
bly normalised to unity, for convenience in
calculation. I further suspect that, like the far-
ber, the basic units Or and Te will probably
prove to be too large to be useful in day-to-
day calculations and the actuall units of use-
age will be milli- or even micro-orwells and

-teddybears. (mOr, mTe or pOr, uTe)

In fact, the more i think of it, in all probability
it may be most convenient to define different
K. Or and Te (subscripted, perhaps, to distin-
guish them from the "lIdeal K, Or or Te",
which will be defined in terms of the hypo-
thetical "Ideal Society") which, since they are
essentially arbitrary numbers, can each be nor-
malised, and be defined as having a value of
unity when the society is in its initial, or
ground, state...

Thus, at the founding of the Republic, the
United States had

Kys4=Or SA(0) * Teys
and
1 and Teggq0=1.

s,

As we have, arguably, given up some free-
doms in exchange for some securities, the val-

ues may well have changed so that currently,
they are something like

Orysa229=872mO¥Y 154095,

and

1.147 ;

[/'SA ) SA(0)

(since, by definition,

1 ‘ T

[It is left as an exercise for the student to
demonstrate that

(1) Kussr,

do not equal, respectively,

y and Te 0

K-'_-'.‘}J.'\, OI'US‘“:.) and TeUSA(a,

and that neither the USA nor the USSR
values (base or instantansous) necessar-
ily equal

and
and
(2) to determine the conversion factors
between the USA and USSR units and

between the USA and USSR units and
the Ideal units.]
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In the middle of a wide field is a pot of gold. A drummer decides he's tired of the abuse he

takes from the rest of the band and decides to
record a brilliant solo album where he'll play
all the instruments, like
Paul McCartney and
Roy Wood.

100 feet to the north stands a smart manager.
100 feet to the south stands a dumb manager.
100 feet to the east is the Easter Bunny, and
100 feet to the west is Santa Claus.

Q: Who gets to the pot of gold first?

A: The dumb manager. All the rest are
myths.

He goes to the mu-
—— sic store, and starts
looking around.

"[11 have that red
saxophone and that
silver accordion...."

A writer arrives home at his house way he begi
e begins.

up in the hills. The place is totally dev-

astated.
"And what else

would you like be-
side the fire extin-
guisher and the

radiator?" asks the

His neighbour tells him "Your agent
came up here and he burned down your
house and he cut down your trees and he
poured liquid manure in your swimming

pool and he plowed your lawn with salt clerk.
and he raped your wife and he killed
your dog and he sold your virgin twin Two
daughters to white slavers and he..." {ILL L awuer

a 1 wl’ { J‘ .L'A:)):
And the writer stops him and says Mg e
"Wait a minute -- I can't believe my - .. Q: What hap-
agent would do that. s 4 pens whena

lawyer takes

" You're saying my agent came all the way Viagra?

up here?" A: He gets taller.

Q: Why do lawyers wear shrts with collars
and ties?

A: To hide their circumsion scars.

Q: How do you get a lead guitarist to stop
ringing your doorbell?
A: Pay for the pizza
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I'he Plupertect Virus
By Bob Hirschfeld

A new computer virus is spreading
throughout the Internet, and it is far more in-
sidious than last week's Chernobyl menace.
Named Strunkenwhite after the authors of a
classic guide to good writing, it returns e-mail
messages that have grammatical or spelling
errors. It is deadly accurate in its detection
abilities, unlike the dubious spell checkers that
come with word processing programs.

The virus is causing something akin to
panic throughout corporate America, which
has become used to the typos, misspellings,
missing words and mangled syntax so accept-
able in cyberspace. The CEO of
LoseltAll.com, an Internet startup, said the
virus has rendered him helpless. "Each time |
tried to send one particular e-mail this morn-
ing, I got back this error message: 'Your de-
pendent clause preceding your independent
clause must be set off by commas, but one
must not precede the conjunction.' I threw my
laptop across the room."

A top executive at a telecommunications
and long-distance company, 10-10-10-10-10-
10-123, said: "This morning, the same
damned e-mail kept coming back to me with a
pesky notation claiming I needed to use a pro-
noun's possessive case before a gerund. With
the number of e-mails [ crank out each day,
who has time for proper grammar? Whoever
created this virus should have their program-
ming fingers broken." A broker at Begg, Ba-
row and Steel said he couldn't return to the
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"bad, old" days when he had to send paper
memos in proper English. He speculated that
the hacker who created Strunken white was a
"disgruntled English major who couldn't make
it on a trading floor. When you're buying and
selling on margin, I don't think it's anybody's
business if | write that 't meetinged through
the morning, then cinched the deal on the cel
phone while bareling down the xway."' "

If Strunkenwhite makes e-mailing impos-
sible, it could mean the end to a communica-
tion revolution once hailed as a significant
timesaver. A study of 1,254 office workers in
Leonia, N.J., found that e-mail increased em-
ployees' productivity by 1.8 hours a day be-
cause they took less time to formulate their
thoughts. (The same study also found that
they lost 2.2 hours of productivity because
they were e-mailing so many jokes to their
spouses, parents and stockbrokers.) Strunken-
white is particularly difficult to detect because
it doesn't come as an e-mail attachment
(which requires the recipient to open it before
it becomes active). Instead, it is disguised
within the text of an e-mail entitled "Con-
gratulations on your pay raise." The message

asks the recipient to "click here to find out
about how your raise effects your pen-
sion." The use of "effects" rather than the
grammatically correct "affects" appears to
be an inside joke from Strunkenwhite's
mischievous creator.

The virus also has left government
e-mail systems in disarray. Officials at the
Office of Management and Budget can no
longer transmit electronic versions of fed-
eral regulations because their highly tech-
nical language seems to run afoul of
Strunkenwhite's dictum that "vigorous
writing is concise. " The White House
speechwriting office reported that it had
received the same message, along with a
caution to avoid phrases such as "the truth
is..." and
"in fact. . .

" Home
computer
users also
are report-
ing snafus,
although
an e-mailer

WL T IR THAT |
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who used the word "snafu" said she had come
to regret it. The virus can have an even more
devastating impact if it infects an entire net-
work. A cable news operation was forced to
shut down its computer system for several
hours when it discovered that Strunkenwhite
had somehow infiltrated its TelePrompTer
software, delaying newscasts and leaving
news anchors nearly tongue-tied as they wres-
tled with proper sentence structure.

There is concern among law enforcement
officials that Strunkenwhite is a harbinger of
the increasingly sophisticated methods hack-
ers are using to exploit the vulnerability of
business's reliance on computers. "This is one
of the most complex and invasive examples of
computer code we have ever encountered. We
just can't imagine what kind of devious mind
would want to tamper with e-mails to create
this burden on communications," said an FBI
agent who insisted on speaking via the tele-
phone out of concern that trying to e-mail his
comments could leave him tied up for hours.
Meanwhile, bookstores and online booksellers
reported a surge in orders for Strunk &
White's "The Elements of Style."
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But as the Middle. East has goTtes more
and more hot, os1d 0s wek. beet more oad more.
ivolved izt it, iT's been more ond more likely
Hhat we would be hit ixside olir ewt borders
soerer or later



And e are going To be hit 0gi.

But ﬁﬁwaj to deal with such asityation
is fo ot lef the bastards control Yolir Z'rFe.

Shire, toke reasonoble precoytions — look
ot Lopder for instonce. where there are. of-
fectively, 1o public Trosh receptacles, there
are 7iotices in the Undergrond telling you
what umber to call for the. Bomb Squod f you
spoT asuspiciolis packet, and people go o
abeyT Their e,verjc(aj lives os "F ﬂoﬁﬁﬂg out oF
The. ordizI0ry were goiztg o7

As to what we con oF 1wed To do dbout
This rpar’ﬁcuzar atfock, i thigk we do meed To
do what is secessary To capture Osama biy
[_odes) 0nd/ o 01y other Terrorict leaders
whow we. beliee Y be. gufH' Y oF the.act, ondue
reed To give. Thesw scripulously fair frials G
like. Miremberg, where The Kangoroes were
carz{’ullj Traised fo hop i strict formatior
ond F thes are found quilty we should
rpromlpﬂd carrj OM’{' whafw ﬁ]CSCﬂ‘]LCﬂCL oF
The court hyiglﬂ" be.

L comnot inogiste that the sestesce of a
US court For Oﬂj@ﬂ@?@“ﬂc{ ﬂuil‘f' Y oF /] Sﬂexp‘
fember woild be. onthing but death, < ow op-

posed fo The death /Pc'//GZ'ILd §1Lricﬂj o7 The
grolinds that it is hard to unkill someone. in-
rprapu'(j comicted ond that courts 0Ff’ e
ert but i doubt that there wollld be. miuch room
for doubt once. the sort of evidestee i suspect
is beirtg gathered evest g1om is heard

Lfe imprisomment. alaffess, is agother
rpczssibiZi‘(' Y, byt rP)"O[)Gij ot a qood ideo, o
SomRor. IS alwa:}s 9o fo be rw@ fo 1‘7’3
SOMCﬂiﬂg o rescire ‘an Great [eoder”

That said, let me say something
a bit more emotionally-coloured:

If the man cannot be brought to
justice in this country, i for one
would say that we already know
that he is one of a number of possi-
bilities for the leader of this attack,
any or all of whose removal would
certainly benefit the world in gen-
eral.

As the mandarin in one of the
Kai Lung stories remarks "Three
having committed a Class One
crime, three have paid a Class One
penalty. Doubtless they were guilty
of some crime, if not that exact one."

We know that bin Laden is

guilty of *some* terrorist opera-
tions, if not this specific one. We
know the same about others whose
whereabouts we have a pretty good
idea of, up to and including the
heads of state of a few nations.

Vermin control is a public neces-
sity.

As Tom Clancy has said, "You
don't have to understand them --
you just have to know how to find
them."

.\ .\

For those who haven't contributed to the relief
drive(s) for those affected by the events of 11
September, including firefgheters’ families
and others, or would like to give more than
you already have, i have placed a banneer sup-
plied by CoffeeCup Software on the first page
of my website, at

Clicking that banner will take you to a page
where you can contribute to a number of dif-
ferent organisations and relief funjds, select-
ing precisely which funds you wish to aid and
designating eaactly how much you wish to
contribute.

Neither i, nor CoffeeCUp, nor any of the or-
ganisations running this website are making a
single penny from it. Please help.
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Any real attack perpetrated from outside
on the US proper was both "inconceivable"
{"You keep using that word 1 don't think it means
what you think it means "}and "unbelievable" to
the great majority of the populace, no matter
what fiction may have predicted. The great ma-
jority of the populace can't imagine anything
happening that hasn't happened already. The
last war that actually involved fighting in the
Continental US was over a hundred and sixty-
six years ago, and we're too powerful for any-
one to be able to do it again.

Hell, i'd bet that a fair percentage of the in-
telligence analysts who were warning against
terrorism in this country didn't really believe in
it, and i would guarantee that the majority of
politicians -- in either political party, on either
end of the spectrum or in the middle -- neither
believed in nor understood the potentialities,
because it's part of a politician's job description
to firmly believe that things will happen the
way he wants them to, not the way they actu-
ally do in the Real World. (Otherwise
Republicans/"Conservatives" would give up on
trying to stimulate the economy by capital gains
tax cuts, Nader wouldn't have run for Presi-
dent, bin Laden wouldn't be expecting the en-
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tire Islamic world to join his jihad and
Democrats/"Liberals" would stop trying to leg-
islate automotive gas mileage.)

We don't need a missile defense; it is Very
Unlikely that any attack in the foreseable future
will come by missile. We need a "Go-Find-
Terrorists-And-Deal-With-Them" defense.

Q: "I notice the NYPD ... aren't getting a
whole lot of shit from the media either, these
days. Why does it take so many lives lost?" A:
Because, at the moment, the NYPD have some-
thing to occupy their attention, and don't ap-
pear to be whiling away the idle hour
sodomising anyone with plumbers' plungers.

As to rudeness among New Yorkers --
in one of the 87th Precinct books, Meyer
Meyer quotes a joke about a tourist in the
(unnamed, fictitious, but clearly New
York-based) city; guy's been in the city for
three days and he's beginning to get a feel
for how it goes there. He asks a local "Ex-
cuse me, sir -- can you tell me how to get to
Diamondback or should I go fuck myself?"

Which series are you asking about? Asterix
or the Saint? The Saint starts out at age 29 (ten
years older than Charteris's own age at the time
he wrote Meet the Tiger) and gradually ages to
about forty, i'd say.

As to the second graders and the ballot,
they were not having to figure them out in the
voting machine, and they had been clearly in-
formed in advance that these were tricky.

Nixon, as you say, unlike the Kennedys,
Roosevelts, or Bushes may have had real finan-
cial worries; about the only other recent Presi-
dents about whom i can say as much would be
Truman and Clinton...

"Recent tests" of small experimental parts
of the proposed missile defense system have
showed that they ought to work when scaled
up to useable sizes. Anyone who works much
with en-
gineer-

ing prototypes can tell you that this is an
indication, not a proof.

Beyond this is the fact that the software for
a missile defense system, by its very nature,
cannot be tested until it's the Real Thing; con-
sider that the code for such software will proba-
bly run to at least as much code as the national
long-distance system, which has been heavily
tested, and is being use-tested every day ... and
still fails at least on a minor level some almost
every day and catastrophically every so often.

Beside that, we have very little to fear from
missile attacks in the foreseeable future, while
the thought of five or six nukes smuggled in
from, say, Mexico and distributed around the



{»’J—‘l"lh’-r'i

L=

DEGREL
AIJTI‘:;EE

wiALT DA ou VAT T
GET PR BOING BACK 10
LOVARSE, W MCRRNAAA

'av‘-&”' )'1 MO WY n"

6 t

”iucm‘ .

"_,Gl‘(;? "H:Ri—' 2

ATHUETES JUST LBE YioU

country on our excellent and totally open high-
way system makes me cringe on a regular basis.

The "...award given for the most egregious
example of waste every year" that you're think-
ing of would probably be Proxmire's "Golden
Fleece", which tended to be given to projects
which could be made to sound ridiculous in
thirty-second sound bites. Often, if you actually
looked into what was being studied, they
turned out to be quite sound and worthwhile
science. There's a reason Larry Niven made
Proxmire the villain of that story...

Not covered so widely or loudly as the
Elian thing, though i ran across a report some-
where, was a while later, in a situation similar
to the Elian situation but with the kid inside
and the father outside of Cuba, Castro's govern-
ment sent the child to be with his father.

The two Green Linnet albums i crave new
copies of were out of print last i looked; "Vari-
ous Artist" collections put together by "Hokey
Pokey" (the Richard Thompson fan magazine) --
one a Richard Thompson tribute called "The
World is a Wonderful Place" and another called
"Circle Dance"; 1 lost "Dance" in a move and
"World" was stolen.
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Well, "Old Dogs", on which "Still Gonna
Die" appears is Waylon, Jerry Reed, Mel Tillis
and Bobby Bare, so that might be country
enough for you. OTOH, the first time i heard it
was on an album called "Makin' a Mess" re-

corded by the late Bob Gibson -- another album
of all Silverstein songs. Backing vocals were by

various people including Dennis Lacourriere
(the eyepatchless half of the "Dr Hook" front)
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I never heard the Who perform
live. On the other hand, last night
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“HHILE GEMERALLY ACCEPTING HIS LINEXPLAINED SEX-CHANGE
GRACEFULLY, THE ATOM NEVERTHELESS TOOK EXCEPTION TO
HAWKMAN'S ‘SPLITTING THE ATOAM" COMMENTY

Cowboy Mouth opened their show
here in Atlanta with a ten-minute ren-
dition of "Won't Get Fooled Again".

Jesus. -

And an hour and forty-five min-
utes later, they closed with a thunder-
ous version of "Jenny Says".

And in between, they demon-
strated that one of the best remedies
for depression and doubt and uncer-
tainty is loud music and a hell of a
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good time.

As Joan Jett says:

| & piritus/GHLIIY/ X
6" * . have to agree; the image
that came to me when the towers

collapsed was indeed that of the
dust cloud from Mt St Helens
spreading, engulfing every-
thing. Luckily, this wasn't a
nuee ardent, just dust and
some debris. But i believe that
at least some people were harmed by the dust;
1 know that the doctor whose video account of
going in to help out ran on CNN wasn't sure
for some time after the fall was over whether
or not he'd been blinded.

This strike was symbolic, trying for maxi-
mum loss of life and property with a relatively
minor effort; if they'd been going for a true
strike against the structure of this country,
they'd have alloted the aircraft one per target
(or added a co-ordinated strike using Okla-
homa City-type fertiliser/fuel bombs) and hit
things like dams -- to cause destruction and
confusion -- and airports -- to disrupt com-

merce.

People online have recently been pointing
out that virtually the entire population of
Egypt is hostage to anyone who could manage
a strike that would breach the Aswan High
Dam; something like 80% of Egypt's populace
lives downriver from that dam, and cutting
loose the water in its impoundment in one
flood would sweep the land clean all the way
to the sea. (Israel paint-bombed the Aswan
High in the '73 war, to make a little point
about which side of the bread substitute had
the ikky wax.) There are a couple of pretty
large dams in this area, north of Atlanta -- i
have been told, though i haven't verified it,
that the Buford Dam that forms Lake Lanier is
the largest earth dam in the country. Atlanta
gets both water and at least some hydro power
from Lake Lanier. The road that runs across
Buford Dam (and one that runs very close to
it) and the recreational areas near the dam
have been closed since 9/11.

Meanwhile there's Hartsfield, the busiest
airport in the world...

Well, stepping momentarily back to the
world of everyday life and MCs --

Re:Ct:Ned: I get my film developed at
WalMart; they maintain the one-hour lab well,
and, as long as you don't need absolute perfec-
tion in colour rendition, their results are ac-
ceptable for everyday needs. I have two local
WalMarts, the one near where we used to live
and the one up the road in Dahlonega, trained
to develop my Olympus Pen F's "half-frame"
shots correctly. (Places that haven't seen half-
frame negatives before -- which is virtually all
these days -- invariably insist that they can't



handle them. But they can, they just have to
RTFM for the machine.)

Umm, i hope your comment about "the
rare innocent man on Death Row" was sar-
casm or irony; i forget the percentage of
death-penalty cases that the Bar Association
judged, on reviewing them, resulted in im-
proper convictions. More than just "rare",
however.

As a matter of fact, the Battle Flag (which is
not the Stars and Bars, which was the official
flag of the Confederacy from 1861 to 1863)
was, as you may know, allegedly designed by

3

Battle Flag -- different de-
sign elements, different
shape.

"Stars & Bars"; easily
confused with "Stars &
Stripes”

a Union officer who was wounded and cap-
tured and sent to a Confederate hospital. Ap-
parently, it was part of his personal campaign
to get to know the daughter of the hospital's
Commandant. While he was telling her sto-
ries (suitably edited stories, one hopes) of his
experiences in the War, he mentioned that the
Stars and Bars and the Stars and Stripes were
hard to tell apart on the battlefield, and he
sketched something that would be completely
different -- it was even a different shape, be-
ing square.

[ have got to get hold of Kavalier & Clay.
I wish i could find a copy of The Boss Is
Crazy, Too, as well.

Ummm, the Larry Flynt decision spoke to
satire, not parody, though parody is usually

satirical., but wouldn't involve "fair use",
which is what the author(s) or "Done Gone"
are claiming

Someone, somewhere within my circle of
notice, referred to the (then) four Trek series
as Classic, New, DS9 and The Three Hour
Cruise.

Actually, what Sherman did, in the long
run, was probably more merciful than the sort
of "stand-up fight" you claim to want; i sus-
pect that overall less people died and there
was less true damage to the area. Remember
-- Atlanta wasn't Cump Sherman's fault; they
managed to do that to themselves. Sherman's
March was, in many ways, the Nineteenth
Century equivalent of Hiroshima; a sharp,
shocking act of destruction that helped to pre-
vent the war from dragging out longer and
causing wider destruction than it already had.
Remember, Sherman had served with many of
the Southern officers, and he had been Com-
mandant of a Southern military academy. He,
like Grant, knew the sort of men he was fight-
ing and knew that he could either meet them
head-on and waste even more of the flower of
young manhood of the nation -- on both sides
-- knowing that they would not surrender
while they still had troops who would answer
the drum, or he could destroy the Confeder-
acy's will to fight by proving that he could
destroy its ability to fight.

Speaking of bug-zappers -- did you ever
stop to think that each time a bug rides the
lightning in one it produces a widespreading
invisible cloud of germ-ridden insect insides?
Wonderful thing for the ol' picnic table area,
neh?

Hawk's bullying is not presented as cool
or admirable -- it's presented as part of Hawk.

We see Hawk through Spenser's eyes. And
Spenser knows just what Hawk is -- it's what
Spenser himself almost is. Both Spenser and
Hawk are thugs, and Spenser cheerfully ad-
mits it. Neither suffers from undue amounts
of morality; Spenser has just enough that he
tries to be a Force For Good, though his meth-
ods should have long since put him in jail.
What is presented positively about Hawk is
his friendship with Spenser, the one covenant
that neither will willingly break. Spenser bul-
lies people just as much as Hawk, but it does-
n't look the same, since we see the action from
his point of view, as he rationalises his ac-
tions. But, in the end, a lot of Spenser's ac-
tivities pretty much turn on "find someone
weaker than I am and beat him up to find out
what [ want to know".

Spenser and Hawk are the clean and the
scarred faces of Two-Face's two-headed coin;
the difference between them is that Spenser
does what he does mostly to right wrongs and
Hawk does it for pay. But don't, for a minute,
say that Hawk is worse than Spenser -- both
of them are cold-blooded killers who will gun
down an enemy in a heartbeat if that's the
quickest way to solve a problem. Remember
the time when Spenser arranged a meet with a
couple of thugs he was fairly confident were
going to try to kill him -- and had Hawk con-
cealed onsite with a shotgun before either he
or the Bad Guys showed up; set it up fully in-
tending that Hawk would smoke them when
they tried to kill him.

Spenser would die for Hawk and Hawk
would die for Spenser, and they'd both die for
Susan Silverman. And that's the important
thing about them and their relationship.
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Ct:Me:"Right down there -- below my own
MC -- that's the closing comment I mentioned
before." Huh? Allisee more or less below
your MC in "False Knight" is the second panel
of the Dan O'Neil "Hug your elephant" strip.

((:/ onfessions//AHlavaty/Hell,

even "the crudest entrapment” no
longer appears to be a defence in "kiddy
porn" cases -- the Gov't mails you kiddy porn
they've eeized in raids, pretending to be a
dealer. If you order, they bust you. If you
don't order, but they're fairly sure you have-
n't disposed of what they sent you, they raid
your home and bust you for posession.

Yup. Shockwave Kideris the firet
usage of the term "worm' in a context simi-
lar to the way it's used in computer circles
today that i have ever heard of; and When
Harley was One is the first use of "virus'.
Most histories credit the terms to other,
later, writers.

No, but Reagan Airport (the old
Washington National) is certainly senile and
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ought to be alowed to die with dignity. Un-
fortunately, it has doctors who keep applying
heoric measures to keep it alive.

If you don't count people in movies
about themselves playing themselves but
simply appearing in the movie, there's Alice
and Officer Obie and Eddie Egan and Sonny
Grasso.

€ I/ Since i

mostly sit up computerising most of the
night and sleep till noon or later, 1 was in bed
when it all began on 9/11; Kate switched on
CNN and immediately came and rousted me
out of bed. We watched the coverage all day

and the next, checking further news online
and so on. While i was pretty angry (to say
the least), and startled at the choice of target
and the total collapse of the buildings -- after
all, they were designed to withstand a 707
strike -- 1 wasn't particularly surprised (as
many seem to have been) to see large-scale
terrorism come to the US.

Indeed, "Comte Saint-Germaine"
would have been a title, rather than a name.
(Dunsany's name, in case you didn't know it,
was Edward Drax Plunkett.)

VCRs often have bettere tuners than
teevee sets, because a VCR needs a better sig-
nal to record than a teevee needs for you to
watch. OTOH, recent production teevee sets
have made large strides in quality and capa-
bilities since those built as recently as twenty
years ago; certainly, price points have come
way down compared to sets built in the Eight-
ies or Nineties.

Way back in '77 in Kansas City, a sign
was reported as being up on the bulletin
boards in all hotel Housekeeping areas that
told the Housekeeping staff to start work later
than usual because the majority of the guests
for this convention would be sleeping till
noon, or words to that effect.
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came out on 9/12 as part of the recent
"Worlds at War" continuity. It featured a
panel showing Metropolis after the fighting,

which prominently showed twin towers resem-

bling the WTC damaged and smoking.
Unfortunately,it sometimes seems as

| if clearing caches in either Netscape or IE
| doesn't actually clear them completely. Bill

Brickle used to regularly spend time weekly

: 8 roclaiming hard drive space by hunting down

-

- I

]. buzzed rapidly through Susan Cooper's
"Dark is Rising" cycle, enjoying them greatly
until about the last chapter of the last book,
when she pulled something that turned the
whole series sour for me. That experience
was g0 unpleasant that i haven't even looked
at anything of hers since.

If The Wind Done Gone uses the char-
acters from Gone With the Wind without
permission, then it is almost certainly a ille-
gal derivative work, and the Mitchell Estate
pretty much has an obligation to sue over it.

If i plan to write a trip report (as i
did about my two Cropredy trips in '90 and
'92) i make sure to carry a notepad with me
everywhere i go and make notes as things
happen.

Re: Cancelling NFL games after 9/1 --
DC Comics [who found themselves with a
story featuring JFK as a character coming
out the week of the assassination, and thus
might be somewhat sensitised] agreed to
accept full returns on a Superman title that

. and killing the files IE and Netscape left

scattered all over the drive.

My favourite Francis protagonist
would have to be either Sid Halley -- at least
in his first appearance -- or the non-affluent
peer in Flying Finish.

ANOTHER CONSUMER PEVIEW:
POSTED SEPTEMBER 26, 200l
ON AMAZON.COM

Howds Moving Castic
Diana Wynne Jones

I ke to know what my \O year
old son is reading these days
Hi<s choces are the Harry

Potter books, Captan Under-
pants, etc. This book look<s on
the surface to be a 3ood
choic.e for bim, but once | 3of
info the story it S more ke a
twisted romance novel for
pre-teens. The sentences are
<hott and < hoppy with oddly
placed words. Story-wise, it is
not bad, but ¢S Lewis of IK
Rowling i is not.

I love this -- "The sentences are short and
choppy with oddly placed words." That the
person who wrote that sentence could write
that sentence about someone else's work
pretty much tells us most of what we need to
know.

Granted, "J.K.Rowling it is not". Thank
goodness.

But then, C.S.Lewis J.K.Rowling is not, as
Kate points out...



Unfortunately.it
AMAZON.COM

iNashville and the Atlanta area. In exactly

‘same spot in Nashville, for that matter, dif-
ferent days in one week, i saw two deer, one
coyote and one fox crossing the road.

ﬁvam Press//RB.Cleary//I've seen coyotes in
P

Certainly, beer (of a sort) was brewed in
ancient Egypt. I doubt, however, that they had
hops, so it probably would have been Quite
Different from what we today think of as
"beer".

A classic story that indicates that (A) Ad-
vertising works, but (B) It doesn't always work
the way it's supposed to, is the tale of Crindle-
man's Coffee. The agency representing the
makers of Salada Tea came up with a teevee
campaign in which each spot started out as an
apparently sincere pitch for Crindleman's Cof-
fee (which didn't exist). Shortly after the spot
began, however, a guy plugging Salada Tea
would come busting in and interrupt, driving
the pitch guy for Crindleman's to greater and
greater levels of frustration ass the campaign
progressed over about a year through a series
of more and more over-the-top scenarios until
the last one had the Crindleman'’s guy in a
rubber room going "Well, at least that guy
can't get at me here inside this asylum..”,
whereupon the Salada guy came busting
through the wall like Superman.

Well, it did boost Salada Tea sales.

But people began asking store person-
nel where the Crindleman's Coffee was, too --
by name.

So, being a multi-brand company that
did both tea and coffee, they put out Crindle-
man's Coffee in a can like the mockup they'd
used in the spots.

And for years it sold Pretty Well without
any other advertising,

Of course Buffy came back (though we
don't get it on out satellite dish -- but they
16

have begun running the whole series five days
a week in order from the beginning on F/X, a
channel we *do* get. Hooray for VCRs with
timers.). Someone quoted an interview with
Joss Whedon (or somebody at the production
company) who, upon being asked if Buffy
would be resurrected said "-The show's
named 'Buffy the Vampire Slayer' and we just
signed for a sixth season. You figure it out.-"

Anyway, it's about the third time she's
been slightly more or less dead.

Comparing Krispy Kremes of any vin-
tage with anything remotely
edible by a civilised species is
repulsive. I can feel the
grease beginning to
coat my teeth when i
so much as glance at
a carton of the horrid
things in a store.

The Ramones
were the exemplars of
a movement to strip ¥ 4 / a
rock'n'roll of excess or- /1 R
namentation and any Y g
pretense of being any-
thing other than Pure
Entertainment. This
made them Important
Figures to many of us who regard rock'n'roll as
Something Special that Anybody Can Do. (N

rhat "Anyvbody Can Necessarily Do Well’, (
-- just “That Anybody Can Do") They were al-
most in the position of High Priests of a
Counter-Reformation that taught that anyone
who wanted to could be the Pope of his own
Church of the Sacred Music.

Da Bruddas Rool !!

"Making animation more realistic" is not
necessarily a worthwhile goal, and (a related
subject) producing special effects shots with

CdGl instead of S/FX, mechanicals and stunt
men, is not necessarily a good thing. As an
instance: The original Gone in 60 Seconds is a
cheesy, low-budget film with no real plot,
lousy sound and horrible acting. But it's excit-
ing and fun. The "remake" has a Real Plot
(mistake one), at least some actors who can
really act.. and isn't much fun at all, really.

Why? Because the original has The
Chase. Almost halfthe movie, some incredi-
ble number oif cars traced, and that poor
beat-up Mach One just keeps running. And
the final stunt, the jump -- The Jump -- over
the four-car wreck, is Simply Incredible.

The remake (made by people who think
that runaway San Francisco cable cars explode
in collisions, judging from some of their other
work) has three or four unconnected car ac-
tion gags that last maybe five minutes and do
not constitute a chase -~ and then stages the
Big Jump in such a way that it has to have
been done with CGI -- there is no other way
for it to have been done.

Or take the whole demolition sequence
in Hooper -- if you knew that those two huge
brick chimneys falling, one crashing its tons of
brick to earth mere feet in front of the car's
nose, and the other even closer to its tail as it
passed, were actually just CGI images, would
the stunt still have the same impact?

Homeland? Rodina. Vaterland.

Well, the theme for cartoons this issue is
mostly more or less risqué cartoons and draw-
ings collected from various places on the 'Net
featuring (mostly) DC super heroines.

(I'd really like to see the animated Bat-
man episode that had Bat girl apparently have
a grand ol' time riding the back seat of Catwo-
man's motorcycle. And doesn't Poison Ivy
look a lot like Jessica Rabbit's long-lost kid sis-
ter in that shot with Harley Quinn?)



Notes about
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/g PERSONALITY

\ 45 NICE TOO
"Twas brillig and the slithy "e § .
Did gyre and in the 4
All were the borogoves As some of you
And the outgrabe. .

will be b

"Beware the , My son; AVEISS b~ g
The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! / | e
Beware the bird and shun :
The Bandersnatch!"
He took his sword in hand,

Long time the manxone foe he sought
Then rested he by a rumiun tree
And stood a while in thought.

habit of just to see

And as in thought he stood, running what will hap-
The , with eyes of flame "Jabber- A Ii .
Came through the wood; wocky" gl;)(ftn?.l Coigliug f, !
And burbled as it came!

through ﬁny surprises this
One two, one two and through and through New Spet- time...

- checker 1

The blade went snicker snack! h
He left it dead and with its head appen to (Words in /1alic

encounter,

He went galumphing back. are words it choked

on but had no useful replacements to sug-

"0, thou slain the ?

Come to my arms, my boy; gest.)

O frabjous day! ("

He chortled in his joy. Note that, like many, this one will accept
"Jabberwocky" but not "Jabberwock".

"Twas brillig and the slithy Also, it was quite happy with "slithy", but

Did gyre and in the had no useful suggestions for "borogove"

All were the horogoves or "tumtum".

And the outgrabe.

to respond to your

opening commentary but it quickly

became too long, too bitter and really
unrelated to your zine, so it's separated
out to another section after the MCs.

7 One thing in response to something

you said, though, about finding it
hard to believe that a plane had flown
into the building -- remember that similar
had happened in New York fifty-odd
years ago, when an Army bomber, re-
portedly lost in the fog, flew into the Em-
pire State Bulding. ((I say "reportedly”
because i have encountered suggestions
it might have been suicide by the sole
pilot of the bomber.))

As to Bush Minor not showing up
and making speeches earlier than he did:
On rec.arts.sf.fandom we talked about
this. It seems to me, although i wasn't
formally keeping track, that those who
were most vociferous in demanding to
know where Bush was hiding out and
why he wasn't making speeches in New
York City the day after were more likely
to not have military experience. Those of
us with military experience were tending
more to "What the hell was he doing
showing up in public so soon?"

Had it been fifteen or twenty years
back, while the Evil Empire was still in
business Bush Minor and Cheney would
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have been up in Looking Glass or Knee-
cap for a week before either of them were
seen anywhere in public, and the Secret
Service would have chained Bush to a
post in a bunker in DC if he even sug-
gested going on-site anywhere.

And even so, he should never have
gone to New York. His mere presence
(and the necessary security) interfered
with rescue/clean-up efforts on the site.

Someone else who has Best Buy hor-
ror stories; i hate that place. I can't spend
more than five or ten minutes in a Best
buy without getting a headache...

That pic of the Microsoft staff in 1978
-- lower left corner -- "Dear, I think there's
something wrong with the Beaver..."

The one about "...changing your posi-
tion they never forget...", taken along eith
your comment about cartoons and comics
being cut by editors who are afraid of the
heat reminds me of the story about Boss
Tweed trying to buy off or otherwise shut
up Thomas Nast (a Thos. Nast cartoon [i-
ronically one of Tweed as a convict] was
used to identify Tweed when he fled to
South America) -- Tweed didn't care what
the paper said, but what Nast drew was
another matter: "My supporters can't read
but, damn it, they can look at pictures."

I tried to watch Farscape for a while,
but, as you say, it was in the middle and
there was too much backstory to figure
out. And i hear rumours now that the
character i originally wanted to get a look
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| at -- the blue woman,
played by Virginia

§ Hey, who played the
1 Warrior Woman in

| Road Warrior -- has
4 been killed off.

i We may see From
Hell tomorrow -- or
possibly Bandits; we
.| have to run down to
| Gainesville (Gaines-
4 ville GA, of course)

51 early to pick up a call

phone for Helen, and
we'll try to catch a cheap show of one or
the other. [ 4s it happesss itsweeks later ay
bUT were

(A) Intelligence gathering by elec-
tronic means from international airspace
is not spying; there is a definition of spy-
ing in international law and it doesn't in-
clude such observation.

(B) Their pilot, i am sorry to say, got
pretty much what he deserved; same as a
fool who cuts off a fast-moving Grey-
hound bus too closely in heavy traffic and
gets squashed deserves what he gets for
endangering not only his own but a score
of other lives as well. I'm just glad he did-
n't take our crew with him on his way to
The Place Where Stupid Pilots Go.

"There's bold pilots and there's old
pilots. There's damn few old bold pilots."

Yeah, Meade was pretty much a De-
tining Element of the Southern Fannish
Experience for as long as i've been experi-
encing it (which is twenty-nine years, last
month). I justregret that i hadn't man-
aged more to hang with him more than a
few seconds at a time, and that not often,
over the last several years.

Talkin' about My Generation -- it's
beginning to thin out some.

".ladiecs and gentlemen,
the President of the
United States."

My fellow Americans. | come to you
once more in a time of national emer -
gency.

| come to reaccure that | am prepared
to take action agamest a global threat.

America'c responce to thic threat wil
be cwift and decicive. | have mobiliced all of
our military forces world wide. Under
authorication granted to me by the Federal
Emergency Act. | am declaring a State of
Emergency. against a cadre of criminals led
by the terrorict known as (Ocama bin
Laden.

| have authriced deadly {orce to be
used against thecse enemies of thic nation.
There ic a 'choot to kil policy in effect until
the currender or capture of (bin Laden) and
hic croniec.

Rect accured that we will triumph.

President Luthor. live television address, "Last
Laugh"#3, DC Comics. (Slightly edited)



Hitp:/www.indymedia.org (if
you're not already aware of it) is an
on-line international alternative/inde-
pendent news co-operative with bu-
reaus in a lot of cities around the
world.

The overall slant, as might be
expected, is one-world/Green/
socialist/feminist/etc,. but as was the
case with the old-fashioned "under-
greound" press, not to mention the
establishment media, one can de-
tect and allow for the slant most of
the time

Well, it's moving down to time to wind
ing up. I'm afraid that i'm going to
be missing doing a number of peoples’
seem Lo do 5o,
10 matter how Plg the zine gets. Fooey.

'f.r‘rf_.

LVJ‘P 7 1EH, 1 "' )

N\ |[ew Port//N.Brooks//

It must have been the F&SF ver-
' of Bring the Jubilee that i read,
also, now that i come to think. Can
anyone tell us what the difference be-
tween that and the book edition would
have been?

Actually, if you will consult
Verne's Mysterious Island, you will see
reference to an analog telegraph system
that used magnetically controlled dials
with letters on them rather than a sin-
gle-bit code like Morse's to send mes-
sages; this may well be the sort of thing
that Ernest Jones was referring to in

the lines you quote. Morse wasn't the
first to invent a "telegraph" -- he was
simply the first to invent an efficient
system (i'd bet that without the equiva-
lents of modern AC syncros that type of
pointer systems were slow and tended
to error) and to promote it successfully,
just as a trend leading to a real need
for it -- the expansion of railroads --
was beginning.

Verne wasn't talking batteries to
make his Nautilus go -- he was talking
magic to make electricity out of sea wa-
ter, as i recall. Of course, the last
Verne i read was in 1966, so...

Was the file Norton didn't like ac-
tually a text (.txt) file, or was it, say, a
.doc file? If so, it might have carried a
macro virus.

Manymany years ago, when i vis-
ited Mel. Clark and her husband in
Hartford, where she was doing her resi-
dency, they literally lived less than a
block from the Twain House. I thought
(as i recall), when i'd gotten over my
startlement at discovering what it
was, that it was a rather nice
house.

Distillation may not
have been available in Bibli-
cal times (i'm pretty sure it
wasn't), but anyone who lives
where it freezes in winter can
produce over-proof wines,
beers, etc. by letting it par-
tially freeze, pouring off
the liquid/slush that

doesn't freeze solid and tossing out the
ice...

One of the pictures that i have in
the program that shuffles my Windows
wallpaper is a strobe shot that freezes
an armadillo in mid-air about two feet
off the ground after something startled
it.

"False Knight" is more or less tra-
ditional, as it said in the gloss that 1
quoted.

The point was not that it was
likely that an astronaut on the Moon
would break a leg,specifically, but
rather that if one had -- or suffered a
stroke or heart attack -- or any other
injury/emergency that made it impossi-
ble for him to climb the ladder on his
own, he (and possibly the other Lunar

. Module astronaut) would
kv have died on the moon.
, "...break a leg" is sort of a
. code-phrase for any num-
ber of disabling situations
| that might arise.

I forget if it was here or

on-line or where, but rela-
tively recently i was ex-

posed to at least part of the
text of the speech that Nixon's
people had ready just in case a
pair of Apollo astronauts did
die on the moon.
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ariations on a Theme//
R.Lyn( h// Actually, if you will

look a little more, 1 think you'll find that it
was the bossman at Sony who 1s alleged to

have chosen the 75-minute

put the power to
the road.

As a matter of
fact, the 56/57
Nomad wagorn --
based on the
same chassis
and body -- 1s
one of the few post-Thirties station wag-
ons that can be and is rewardingly hot-
rodded [ a fact of which 1 was remmded
when 1 saw a Very Sano Candy Apple Red
Nomad with cheater slicks and blower at a

Well, actually, 1 want one of those cas-
sette~on-a-string converters that go from
the output jack of a portable CD player to
the cassette deck of a car stereo, so that 1
can use my Diskman-type portable player
that plays CDs and MP3 files off CDs --
with that, 1 can get up to 11 hours on one
disk. (OTOH, some radio/cassette
headunits have line-mn jacks 1 could also
use to feed the portable in by.)

Campbell had a "...famous rule about
no aliens, which explains why Asimov
didn't write about aliens unul the 1980s'?
This does not seem to accord with my

running time for audio CDs to
accomodate his favourite Bee-
thoven piece.

Let's just say that, speaking
of the 57 Chevy Bel Air, that
the majority of Car People
disagree with Ned as to
whether 1t was ugly. In fact, it ek
is considered, in many circles,
to be just about the prettiest American
sedan of the 50's, right up there with the
Loewey Smdlos-dqulwd Studebakers
(prettier than the Hawk, m my ()plmon
not as nice as the Avanti, which 1s simply
one of the Great American Designs). It 1s
also (though 1t would prolly share this
with the 55 and '56 models) [ though
probably through no particular fault of
GM'’s, given the state of chassis design in
the USA in those days] very well-halanced
and responds well to hot-rodding, both m
road-handling and in its ability to actually
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memories of reading lus
magazine, starting i 1955
(and mecluding reading
every 1ssue back to 1941
and some before that).

May 1 advance, just for one
mstance, Robert Randall's

The Shrouded Planer and

CeebliE t“'r‘a Mgl

local parking-lot rod show recently].

There are CD units available for cars
for under $200 mstalled; 1 think one local
shop 1 pass occastonally was domg a sale

on Alpine CDs at

The Dawiung Light -- two
Asf()undmg serials featuring aliens m ma-
jor roles. Or almost any Eu(, Frank Rus-

sell or Christopher Anvil story published
in Astounding/Analog under Campbell's

regime, virtually all of which turned on

$99.95. Person-
ally, 1 want one
of the changers
that rides in the
trunk and feeds
the signal to your

FM.
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aliens getting the short end of the stick
when they first encountered humans.

Virtually any James Schmitz story; the
entire Telzey' sertes hinged on Telzey
discovering through contact with an alien
race that she was a psi.

Who Goes There', by Don Stuart .

Or, 1d guess, at least one in every five
or so Astounding/Analog stories from
Campbells era.

WHAT MEMORIES 7747 BRINGS BACK! ... THOSE WERE
THE DAYS... , you said. Indeed.

Two DSCs and some other conven-
tions and (arguably) a WorldCon and
some feuds because Susan and 1 hap-
pened to be at Chiff & Susans place when

you guys called...
(MCs continue after next section, page 22)

<continued from
page 3>
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is more, each brew-
ing batch of the
original premium
lager ferments for
90 days. Last but
not least, the beer's
popularity is due to
the very strict ad-
herence to a brewing process that guarantees
Czechvar's stable quality.

Why is Czechvar called zech -
var-

reason that the company decided to register
B.B.N.P. as its export name. Under the 1939 agree-
ment even the beer's town of origin, Ceske Bude-
jovice, may only appear on bottle and carton
labeling in "inconspicuous" form.

The Czechvar brand name derives from a com-
bination of two words, Czech and pivovar brew-
ery, and thus means Czech brewery. The name
was chosen to be comprehensible to both Czechs
and Americans. The Czechvar logo and labeling is
based on the same graphic design as the tradi-

[ e L VAT

Because of an

agreement dating
from 1939 the manu- |
facturer of Czechvar

B, FCR R W

W e PUT OFF THE wPeh

L ST

| UMNERS Ca 5T W ALs
Tl WD CORD &S

cannot use its tradi-
tional (...censored...)
export brand in the
United States. The
agreement was

R P wi
CONRILE THE
PEOPLE WHOLL
TR 1'% Just
\ ATOUT THE RMEREY D

R e T I

TAENE BRE

PECVLE We' L
TR TG BBOUT
SENTHME L2

il Aaios |

signed under pres-
sure of a threat of litigation in the United States of
America made by Anheuser-Busch and was also
influenced by its timing, just before the occupation
of the Czech Republic by German forces at the
start of World War Two. For these reasons Czech-
var's manufacturer gave up its right, on very dis-
advantageous terms, to use the brand
(...censored...) in North American territory lying
to the north of Pan-

COMMANDER RIKER,
PLEASE NEGOTWTE A
SECURE CONNEETCN

ME. LAFORGE, PLEASY
PLOT A COURSE FoR MY
PERSONAL HARD DISK

SIR. e

COUNSELOR TROI,
PLEASE UPLOAS Dib You
DATA, uTILIZWG

To THE WNTERMET.  AYE- || SECTOR. FTRP PROTECOL.
! AYE, |} 1
RIGHT
AWAY,

Yo WEREN'T  WESLEY, -
KIDDWG ABOUT  EMPTY ama. The agree
MEAN || THIS BENG THE ment thus also
corman-| [ A NEXT TRASK.
DER DATA | GENERATION” affects the name of
SIR? OPERATING | atuemi the B.B.N.P. , which

SYSTEM, Fa i
: must not be men-

tioned on labeling
and packaging. The
agreement is the

tional brand of the B.B.N.P.

Why Czechvar is starting to be
sold in the USA.

B.B.N.P.'s decision to start exporting to the
United States was based on marketing studies re-
vealing that imported European beers are starting
to increase their market share and popularity in
the USA. The company wanted to try out the sur-
vey results in practice and for that reason opted
for trial sales in California as the first phase of its
export operation. The demand for the Czech beer
from Ceske Budejovice exceeded all expectations,
both among Czechs and other Slav minority na-
tionalities and among Americans as a whole.
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Some of the history of
Zzechvar:

Good beer has been brewed in Bohemia since
time immemorial. That is why Czech king Pre-
mysl Otaker II, when founding the city of Ceske
Budejovice on the confluence of the Vltava and
Malse rivers in 1265, granted its burghers the
brewing privilege, i.e., the right to malt, brew,
store and sell beer in their homes. Over the follow-
ing centuries the quality of the local beer made it
so famous that it gained devotees in the imperial
and royal courts. In the years 1532 and 1547 the
Czech king who was later to become Emperor
Ferdinand 1 gave the local city council a special
award for its delicious beer and then ordered it to
send the brewer and his workers to the imperial
court in Augsburg to brew beer for the emperor's
table. At the end of the 19th century the imperial
court in Klagenfurt also used to order beer from
the B.B.N.P. The beer from Ceske Budejovice still
enjoys royal favor and has come in for praise from
the Swedish king and of the Prince of Wales.

In the USA the manufacturer of Czechvar is
not allowed to use either the name of its product
or the name of its company, and that is why it is
called B.B.N.P. here.

Some of the history of B.3 N . P..

Over the centuries small home breweries
gradually disappeared and beer came to be
brewed in larger facilities. Finally just one brew-
ery, operated by local holders of brewing rights,
remained in the city. Due to the enormous growth
in beer production in the Czech lands in the last
third of the 19th century, some mostly Czech
holders of brewing rights decided to found their
own brewery. On 15 April 1895 they founded
Cesky akciovy pivovar, whose current successor,
B.B.N.P,, carries on the local brewing tradition.

The problematic trademark dispute between
B.B.N.P. and Anheuser-Busch over the (...cen-
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sored...) trademark has been going on for almost
100 years The first attempt to settle the compa-
nies' differences was an agreement from \

1911, in which B.B.N.P.'s predecessor
agreed to Anheuser-Busch's use of the
(...censored...) trademark, with the ex-
ception of its combination with the
word (...original...), so that customers
were not misled into believing that
Anheuser-Busch's beer products come
from Ceske Budejovice. In this agree-
ment B.B.N.P.'s predecessor reserved the
right to label its products with the word
(...censored...) throughout the world,
including the USA. The dispute escalated
after Cesky akciovy pivovar, in line with
the 1911 agreement, registered its trade-
mark "Imported Original Bohemian |
(...censored...) Beer from (...censored...) {_J
City." It used the trademark on labels in

the USA from 1934 to 1938 and, according to the
information available, its exports were very suc-
cessful at that time. In 1938 Anheuser-Busch put
pressure on the company to accept terms forcing
B.B.N.P. should give up its right, everywhere but

in Europe, to label its product with all compounds
)- At

and derivations from the word (...censored...
the time the representatives of the B.B.N.P. de-

scribed these suggestions as insulting and refused

outright to discuss them. In 1939 the aforemen-
tioned agreement, which was very disadvanta-
geous for B.B.N.P., was signed. It came about a
week before fascist Germany annexed the border
regions of what was then Czechoslovakia and all
of Europe stood on the brink of World War Two.

New Subject:

Sometimes it becomes quite obvious that
Some People have Entirely Too Much Time
On Their Hands.

An example of this sort of Devil's Workshop

In Potentia may be found at:
http://groups.google.com/
groups?hi=en&th=e9c222b6583a7bab&seekm

=3f62ee.0110241201

\  Anyone who has ever suffered through
an apa or online flamewar -- or suddenly
realised with a start that they were part
of one -- should appreciate the

=4 CoLLAEAN s& EXISTENTIAL
CONCEPTUAL FLAMEYZR.

(The URL is for the start of the thread on Deja-

I
Le8 Google.

This whole thing began Wednesday night (10/
24) so far it is the evening of Friday, 10/26, and
there are already 211 (mostly) hilarious postings.

Dack to MICs

yvndallite//N.Metcalfl We

may have a definitional problem here
with the "first fanzine" question; most of the
examples you evince prior to Schwartz's
claim seem to have been amateur maga-
zines that published articles about science
fiction, whereas Schwartz's may have been
the first that was primarily devoted to SF
and fantasy. On the other hand, if the Siegel
& Schuster are earlier, then that would seem
to be that.

Well, Rotsler's art was not generally the
strong part of Rotsler's art -- the strong part
was the concepts, particularly his hu-


http://groups.google.com/

mourous pieces, which is what most people
know hin fron.

There are important elements of
Veme's 20,000 Leagues which are not only
not off-the-shelf at the time, but remain fan-
tasy to this day.

quite successful in doing just that. "Man"
has two main narrative threads following
two main protagonists, which alternate
through all four volumes. "Men" (which suf-
fers by being a series in a world with a
known backstory in comparison to "Man", a
major part of whose charm is the revelation

Well, if well-done for what it is, media sf of the backstory as the hero and heroine

can be quite enjoyable, even Drilliant.

The theory that one mwust have hope for
the future to enjoy SF would seem to be at
least challenged by rgw large amount of de-
pressing (and successful) sf of the "New
Wave" era.

[ definitely disagree with the notion
(which i missed in the original piece
you're responding to) that potential SF
writers should avoid "Scientific Ameri-
can”. Maybe space-opera writers, who,
so long as they can say "space warp" or
"hyperdrive” or "inexorable all-annihilat-
ing vortex of negative energy” and get on
with the story might get confuised as
they read about real science, but there
are authors -- like Benford, who you
mention (and Niven and Poummelle, for

learn it) splits its narrative at least four ways,
with mulitple protagonists to match.

And then there's Lord of the Rings..

But, even after Campbell finished tum-
ing Garrett and Silverberg's original story

-plausible-sounding changes.”

What was it JWCjr said about wanting
stories that could just as easily be published
in the Saturday Evening Post"...500 years
from now."?

l i |
. o 4 .
A Gazette//R.Dengrove/ /Asi

I i
understand it, your sister would have a hard time
being a sabra; she'd have to be born again.

I assume you're aware that J.Allen Hynek can be
seen as one of the observers at Devil's Tower in
Close Encountets.
"Science extrapolated into alternate timelines" -
A Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurrah!, perhaps?
Possibly the 700/800 numbers on a two-block
street were parallel to the same numbered
blocks in a longer street as part of a uinified grid
scheme.
No -- according to Those Who Claim To Actu-
ally Know, dogs cannot translate a two-
dimensional representation into an equiva-
lent3DD mental image.
Then you get outfits like the Brian Setzer Big
Band (Setzer was guitaris for the Stray Cats),

other examples) who get story ideas
from news pieces in SA and/or various
more-or-less (or not at all) "popular” jour-
nals.

Someone -- i forget who -- has phrased
the "one fantastic postulate per story” as
"You can use one piece of the Miracle Ele-
ment bolonium (which can do or be any-
thing needed) per story..."

As to switching between multiple he-
roes and narrative focii being hard to do
well, Dave Duncan's "Man of his Word"
four-book series, and its follow-on, the
"Handful of Men" books, Are, to my taste

inside out, S/irouded Planetis still, in my
opinion, a story that could not have been
published anywhere but in Campbell's As-
tounding,

Ah ha. T hadn't realised that the "History of
Civilisation” was a different binding than
the blue cloth numbered/signed editions of
the series that my dad had...

OKkay, how about defining sf (as a tenta-
tive initial step) as stories that “.haven't
taken place, could never take place as
Things Are Now, but could plausibly take
place given certain defined scientifically

which ate continuing the Big Band tradition
You can make a sort of wine out of about any-
thing with a lot of sugar in it.

Turok and his friend were American Indians
trapped in a lost world.

‘The Guardsmen at Kent should not have fired at
all. Under the "One bullet/one dead kid" theory,
we would have some indication that they were at
least aiming at specific targets rather than randomly
firing into the brown.

Whether Haliburton fed the four-year-old Lama
porridge or not, he had a photo of him in his book
"The Flying Carpet".

The only thing we've had driver trouble with
with W2000 was our old modem and our scanner.
Which we're replacing as soon as we can.
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This section started oyt as agy  doctorwith the video con-
/XQfoGarerm)ﬂ'fzim Veod- Q( dr.lﬂd U’Owhc:hw{a(%h(diﬂ fo
g hTff opering S%cﬁ?ﬂ 0274 lﬁsofw A:wh p ‘1?2:;1 ?waot#
%2:1] soﬂh;s{‘ulmgs 0s led me. To \Il v;’ell ortible The last wo-

ik Throligh some. of iy vt Mfsﬁzﬂ a]ZeZ of ﬂqéc asse,—;j:
LY

1 w00 aslee.p o7t the morfizg of REIST i 3
e T g b oo
CW. L gan there i time for The secord gornq To happent

stride. Tomorrow itwill befiveweeds sizce. i
sat there Gere) splitting my atfention be-
Tiees) The Television and The compiiterfor
mest of fie dovs.

L think therels somethingwromgwith e —
1lo  kiow) Theress somethizg wrongwith me.—~
hove. rewrt it for forty or more years. 1 aw
almest completely dffectless mast of the Times
F have 10 access To iy ewnt enotions for The
greater port. ihes og1 emotion is strom
erloligh +o get through my firesoall i1 is offest so
stromg that | an incopacitated by the experi-
egfce. A

As i sat there. seeing the fowersfall. ever
ond ever — seeing The. dlest cartoorlike air
fplaﬂe:ska@w{ hole. i1 the. South 7&0@:’700}’ The.
fraction of a second before the blast reared
bock — hearizg obout the Firemest agd rescie
workers who hod inhesitatingly piled izt whose
professiosolism oz heroish had bolight Thes a
Terrible death— seeing The video shot by The.
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As i sat there.. 7L colldyt cry.

1 coulldst really grieve. eves Thouigh i kztew
Thelisands hod died ot were diing

Ali really felt were. five Things. Oﬂcwas

almest thhf‘eﬂ;ﬂg fo realise i was Thigki
— iwas thinking “Lve katew This or se

like. this was compingfor years.” “Lwas hinking
Mogbe 71010 wore peoplewill ynderstond just
what the Real World is like.” 71 woas feeliz,
God help we. justified for iy sears of seimg
everythiony in The blockest terms, iz The mest
pessimistic light:

Aind the other was like wrto it, FrigH‘ ety
— i hodfergottes iy awn capocityfor rage
ond hatred. Grief. shock sorrew — dll were
plished To The back. to be deal Twith laterwhes
i conwork o it. AlLiwas really feelizguoas
red ond block &illers roge. the kind i sometines
Fitd meself 11 ond hove. To suppress and hold
dovot ond 70t let show at dll. becayse it scares

praple

oy

I scares we.

j,F Yol hod shevort we. Osama biyg Lodes at
almest ory Tine during These fe days, 1 weuld
have. £illed the. mogt o died Trgimg. If steces-
sary, i wollld have. Tors oyt his throat with my
teeth i hod 710 other weass.

That was five weeds ago.

Sitee thea, +have eried o little bit over
Some zpdﬂl'icularzsv /poig»naﬂ‘f' individual st ory oF
loss or heroisk. <1 hove. Thought agaiz hew mich
odwiration i hovefor firenes) ond rescie work-
ers, 0z how i colld rteser hogdle. the horrors
routitely see and have to work with;
Tholight hew horrible. it must befor firemen.
cops Ogd poromedics ol over the couﬂ‘('rj o
hove. seeq) Their brothers die helplessly ayd
ek ot se, have 7o lives soved To make The. sac-

rfice meosineful. <) hovefelt sorrewfor-all of
The fowilies Who lest loved orks o) The plogtes
o izt The bldings or o The grotind below..

Tvelived, oy the surfoce. arelatively sor
mal [ife; lovghed ond joked a bit with Kate azd
Helent, went shoppingfor ozt cell phore.
ond The like.

But westly yet i hove sTill ot permitted
myself Tofeel o7y really stromg emotion.

Except that roge. s sll there, fursed
cold ond acid



T wot thewm j«MW’jfiﬂﬁl&oﬂC@F
fﬂiyw who hod 0 hayd i plogtaing or foclitating
is.

Or il be. deod,

Exceptfor Kate and #feles and my fomily,
1 SeL 71o reosort to clqoc&,oﬂcoF ﬂche, fio

T wasrt thew deod. “Luoart thew buried iy pessibilities ever the other:

tmorked ogd dishontouired groves.

1 wogrt to seqd Them to ﬂcjwfguqcﬁf cF
that God 11 whese 7ame. ﬂ\(ﬂ 'proFQSS to 4ill
ntrtocesrts ond civilions by the Tholsonds.

Twort them burtig in the deepest pit of
whatever #ell thes clain To believe in.

T wonrt to hear their screoms as They are.
burst alive, byt id st Ze,]oora bullet behind the.
earfor eoch of Thew.

Nest of all. i wagt to see. bigt Lodest himself
suffer the mimtisherrts that the religion he
@FOFUSQS 1, o be. ﬁgﬁﬁﬂg 1, © /prtser\/e. pres
scribesfor apastate, perired murderers ond
dq&lers oF e ol\»j Word.

M soy i1 agoin — Ged helip e. God help
me. becayse | wont To Lill hin with iy oot
honds ond i wonrt it fo f‘a,ée,hima(ajs to di.

L thought 1 was past that sort of Thing
1 theught i was sofe. to be.arold by s1ew.

Glkess et cogf gever really Tame. a wild
beost

AT be.oll right evesrtislly

But i do have. These. rtgzpoﬂsibiZiﬁcs...

Ci)n Pl 02( "l/ﬂ'(’\’

L

C/\’ ote:

Bob Dylan wanted tighter security
for his current tour, but he didn't
expect to be held up at the door
before his own show because he
didn't have a backstage pase.

Dylan, traveling in support of his
new album "Love and Theft," was
set to play Medford, the last Ore-
gon stop on his tour Tuesday night
when he had trouble getting through
a checkpoint at the Jackson County
Exposition Center.

It wasn't clear whether the three
security guards, all in their 20s,

recognized Dylan. "If it was George
Strait, they probably would have
recognized him," said venue manager
Chris Borovansky.

But even if they knew who Dylan
was, the guards had strict orders
from Dylan's security director that
no one -- no one -- was to get back-
stage without an official credential.

"He said no exceptions," Borovansky
said. "Absolutely none."

S0 when a slight, wild-haired man
tried to walk through the check-
point, the guards stopped him. Dy-
lan was surprised, and a brief scene
ensued. One of the quards put her
hands up and gently stopped Dylan.
After his security director came
over, incensed, both he and Dylan
demanded that the guards be
thrown out.

Borovansky complied, although he
said, "We prefer the term 'relo-

cated." But he said he later told
the guards they did "a great job."
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Yoxtrot
9/24/2001.

We must not forget.
We must not harm the in-
nocent through hasty ac.

WASN'T THERE
& TME WHEN WE
ENTOYED WATCHING
TELEVISIONT 4

t1on e dare 1 allow
the guilty to go unpun-
1shed.
And, above all:
We must not allow our-

selves to be cowed.



